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The National Tropical Botanical Garden (NTBG) is dedicated to tropical plant research, 
conservation, and education. NTBG’s Breadfruit Institute (www.breadfruit.org), established in 2003, is 
the global leader in efforts to use breadfruit diversity to support food security, regenerative 
agriculture, and income generation for smallholder farmers in the tropics. The Breadfruit Institute 
manages the world's largest collection of breadfruit, vital to research, conservation and education. 
More than 300 trees of 150 varieties make up a living germplasm repository.

Breadfruit Agroforestry Update

Breadfruit Institute & the Melai Mai Project

The institute is implementing a global model in 
sustainable and regenerative organic agroforestry to 
promote food security and a healthy environment. Since 
the Phase 1 Breadfruit Agroforestry planting in August, 
the new plants are growing healthy and strong along with 
breadfruit trees in the Breadfruit Research Orchard.  
Weekly harvests of produce such as chard, kale, mamaki, 
parsley, spinach, taro, and tulsi are made and distributed 
to NTBG staff and volunteers. The project is 
co-sponsored and funded by Patagonia Provisions and the 
State of Hawaii Department of Agriculture.

Amanda Uowolo of the grassroots Melai Mai project took 430 breadfruit trees 
(Ulu fiti, Otea, Ma’afala, and Puaa) to the remote islands of  Yap Federated 
States of Micronesia for food production and sustainability. The project 
included breadfruit production training and agroforest workshops, nursery 
setup, and project documentation.  Fais and Ulithi atoll each received 144 trees 
and 138 trees went to the Yap Agriculture and Forestry office.

Melai Mai also documented existing breadfruit varieties on Fais. With the help 
of local expertise, 18 varieties of of two distinct types were identified 1) 
Maimwol, breadfruit that contain seeds; and 2) Maifuuw, breadfruit that do not 
contain seeds. 

The project was supported by the Breadfruit Institute, Global Breadfruit, Yap 
Forestry, the Council of Tamol, and other local communities. Melai Mai will 
continue their mission of supporting sustainable living for 
island communities.
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Josh Schneider, Global Breadfruit, Tacarra Birmingham, First 
Avenue International, and Roger Still, BFI Director of Global Initiatives, attended the annual 
Borlaug Dialogue, World Food Prize. They were able to connect with delegates, NGOs, and 
various advocates in the importance of food security and sustainability.

Join more than 11,000 people now following us on: 
www.facebook.com/BreadfruitInstitute

Events with the Breadfruit Institute

BFI Welcomes Noel Dickinson

Global Breadfruit Diversity Project on Kauai

The Kahanu Garden Team had a delightful `Ulu Cook-off in Hana as 
part of the Festivals of Aloha, Maui Nui. Contestants made 
scrumptious `ulu appetizers, soups, salads, entrees, and desserts. 
This annual event promotes the nutritional benefits and uses of 
breadfruit along with food security in Hawai’i. 

The Breadfruit Institute honors the traditional knowledge of indigenous people 
through conservation of varieties and benefit sharing of royalties with the country of 
origin of varieties sold by Global Breadfruit.  A royalty check was presented to the 
Honorable Faasootauloa Pati Taulapapa, Associate Minister of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries & the Scientific Research Organizations of Samoa, during 
the opening ceremony of the 2017 Pacific Global Breadfruit Summit in Apia, Samoa.

After working as a Horticultural 
Technician in NTBG’s McBryde Garden, 
Noel joined the Breadfruit Institute 
team as a Research Technician. Noel 
manages the breadfruit agroforestry 
demonstration at the Breadfruit 
Research Orchard and assists with 
various research projects related to the 
breadfruit conservation collection and 

BFI’s information resources. While attending the College 
of Agriculture, Forestry, and Natural Resource 
Management at the University of Hawaii Hilo, Noel 
earned a B.S. in Tropical Plant Science & Agroecology and 
a Plant Tissue Culture Certification for breadfruit 
micropropagation. 

Breadfruit Summit - Samoa

‘Ulu Cook-off - Hana

World Food Prize - Iowa

Lauren Audi, a graduate student at Northwestern University (NW) and Dr. Nyree 
Zerega (NW and the Chicago Botanic Garden) conducted research at NTBG.  They 
worked with Dr. Ragone’s herbarium vouchers and the breadfruit conservation 
collection to compare DNA samples collected in St. Vincent from trees derived from 
ones that were originally delivered on the 1793 HMS Providence voyage of Captain Bligh.

Breadfruit Tree Pruning at Kahanu Garden

Breadfruit Featured in 
Hawaii Business

Certified arborists, Tibor Seres, 
Mack Prashanth, and Stevan Aguirre, 
pruned 24 breadfruit trees at 
Kahanu Garden, to improve their 
overall health and structure. Proper 
pruning allows more sunlight to 
reach lower branches and underlying landscape while 
providing air circulation throughout the tree.

HawaiiBusiness magazine in 
December 2017 featured the 
Breadfruit Institute, the benefits 
of breadfruit, and other key 
players in the ‘ulu industry as part 
of the 2017 State of Hawaii 
Environmental Report by the 
Environmental Funders Group.
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